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Emotional mistakes during vocabulary learning

One principle of DYLL is that the student should not spend any time trying to learn a word (by uncontrolled means) before testing whether he knows it.  If if he thinks he has never heard a word before he should try to write it down, without hesitation, even if what he writes down is the result of wild guessing.

Sometimes he gets it right because he remembers the word with knowing that he does so.  Therefore what seems to be guessing is actually not guessing.

Sometimes he comes close to it because the word has some similarity to the same word in another language which the students knows.

Sometimes he comes close to it because of vague unconscious recollections of previous attempts of learning the word.

It might even be said that any attempt at writing down a word (during a test = an exercise = a practice session) is a guess, just that some guesses are well-informed and well-prepared, and some guesses are ill-informed and unpreprepared.  Only when seeing the correct answer can the student be sure of the quality of his guess.

One benefit of practising words by writing them rather than merely thinking or saying them is that in writing it possible to register, even within one word, small progress, letter by letter, in the same direction,whereas in speech the whole word tends to be right or wrong, and gradual progress towards a fully correct word cannot be observed and objectively recorded.

Learners tend to be to hard on themselves when making mistakes and tend to focus on the fact that a word (as a whole) is wrong rather than on the progress they have made towards getting all letters in a word right.  By self-recrimination ("You see, I got it wrong again, I am no good at language learning, I never remember anything, the system does not work", they do incalculable harm to their ability to learn.  They produce the effect (inability to learn) which they are lamenting.

Instead they should always concentrate on observing the progress they are making.  In each subsequent guess (more or less) more features of the word will turn out to be right.

For example if the correct word is "sadri" and the student writes "jeb", that is definitely wrong. But if after a few further attempts he writes:

wrong: 

s a d   i sh 
instead of

correct:

s a dr  i

then this is definitely progress, as a result of practice.

What he remembered correctly was that he needs a two-syllable word.  He also remembered the vowels correctly, and even in the correct sequence a + i, rather than i + a

During the next attempts he can concentrate on getting the remaining letters right, and eventually he will.  This is a gradual approach with visible control which is not possible if he learns the words only orally.  It is one of the many features which make DYLL more efficient than other learning methods. 

Once the student has the spelling right, the correct pronunciatiion can easily be learnt, and more easily than if the student did not know even the spelling.
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